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Al-Qaeda Iea&qj\yman al-Zawahiri was killed
by a CIA drone attack in Kabul, Afghanistan

on July 31, 2022. The over the horizon coun-
terterrorism ¢
20 years long manh

ility-based ck brought

unt for Za iri to an end.
Accordingly, this attack brought two important
questions into the minds of every counter-
terrorism expert. Does the over the horizon
counterterrorism capability work, and is deca-
pitation an efficient counterterrorism strategy?

First of all, over the horizon counterterrorism
capability can be defined as a clandestine in-
telligence-driven process in the absence of
physical area denial capacity. The main sour-
ces of intelligence are the clandestine SIGINT
and HUMINT in the absence of capabilities
like cordon searches, forensics, document
exploitations, and interrogations<Accordingly,
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an intelligence-driven process seems the
only plausible strategy for Afghanistan. It is
not the best but the most convenient option
dder contemporary geopolitical trends.

Moreover, for the past 20 years, the main-ac-

tor in counterterrorism in Iraq and Afghams-'-

tan was the US military. They were | arge
of not only military operations but a
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How should we interpret the’klllr g of Zaw
hiri in a Haggani network-contro%‘:
then? For the pessimists Taliban aé
red-handed. This camp claims that al-Qae-

da is still active in Afghanistan and has close

ties with the Taliban, especially the Haqga- -
ni network. That is why Zawahiri felt free to

wander in Kabul. But we shoyld also read
the flip side of the situation. At the end of th
day, the longest manhunt enﬁed ,(Jst afte
the controversial withdrawal. Of course, it i

not possible to guess the souree of informa-"

tion accurately but if the sourc |$ among Ta-
liban ranks then this means that at this sta
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must be exploiting these fractures.

In addition, the withdrawal seems to make al-Qaeda feel sluggish and causes them to make
vital mistakes. In Zawahiri’s case, he risked personal security, left his elusive position, and was
caught on the move. After all, they are human beings and these kinds of uncautious moves
create a very valuable window of opportunities for intelligence agencies. This is what they are
looking for, a mistake. In this context, we will see whether Afghanistan will turn into a
ven again for aI- - ‘rf' or\gill it turn into a big bait trap.
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"'\')vahi'ﬁ-.-, I¥ou|d be seen a significant leap for the over the horizon
ut a small step in the fight against al-Qaeda. In the best scenario,
in the attrition process. At the end of the day actors, geographies,
but the long war still goes on.




